Long Papers 1924 (Pertinant to Winter Family History)





NEW KINGSTON: GREAT LOT NUMBER FORTY OF THE


HARDENBURGH PATENT CAME INTO BEING IN 1708





	IF YOU WILL GO up the state road from Margaretville about two miles, you will notice a stone wall running straight.  Now, if you will follow that line you will find that it runs straight on over the hills, then on over into New Kingston valley - keep on over the next ridge into Weaver Hollow, then you will come out, when you have gone some eighteen miles, just above the village of Delhi on the West Branch of the Delaware River.  And then you have traversed the southerly boundary of Great Lot No. 40.


	You should now follow up the river to a point below Bloomville - come back and go on up the river from where you started, on above Halcottville about a mile, where the line is between Roxbury and Middletown.  This line follows the old Desbrosses line, surveyed in 1776, and will take you along the northern side of the great lot, bringing you out below Bloomville.  The area included will be between forty thousand and forty-five thousand acres.


	In the year 1708, Queen Ann of England granted to Johannes Hardenburgh and others a large tract of land west of the Hudson River and lying in what is now Ulster, Sullivan, Delaware, and Greene Counties and gave them a charter, or, as it was called, a patent.  The proprietors divided up the territory among themselves in 1749, and the larger divisions are termed "-reat lots," of which there appear to be over fifty.  Margaretville lies in great lot 39, while across the river is No. 7. Fleischmanns is in No. 8, while Roxbury is in No. 41 on one side of the river and No. 19 on the other.  These great lots were subdivided into tracts and disposed of by the proprietors to others, and these tracts were further subdivided into lots which make up the basis of a large part of the farms in this region.  While some farms are described independently of lot a large number are described also by telling that they are all or parts of certain lots.  If the early settlers were on the ground before the lot lines were fixed and had their land cleared and fenced, then their farms might be described according to what they held and their fences do not always show lot lines.  But in very many cases one can find and follow old lot lines for miles.  In such cases it is easy to survey these back farms where, often times, no fences have been built through the forests.


	Our own farm (The Thomas Winter Farm) presently (1925) owned by Douglas Condon, lies in the Janet Montgomery tract and includes all of lot 85 and part of lot 84. I say all of lot 85, but really the line was moved over this side of the lot line about ten or twelve rods.  This remained quite a puzzle to me, why a certain lot line seemed to have a jog in it, until Mr. Robert Winter (grandson of Robert Winter, Thomas’s younger brother) of Margaretville explained the following to me.  Prior to leasing, the land had been settled and farmers frequently cleared land on an adjacent lot also, thus creating a change in the original lot lines.


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------





ROBERT LIVINGSTON GAVE FIVE THOUSAND ACRES


TO SUFFERERS AFTER THE BURNING OF KINGSTON IN 1777





SOMEWHAT MORE than a century and a half ago, a young man (Richard Montgomery) who had since the age Of eighteen been an officer in the English army and had served with distinction in severe conflicts, emigrated to America.  He came to the province of New York to make his home, met and fell in love with a young woman of high family (Janet Livingston), and in 1772 they were married.  They made their home a little back from the Hudson River across from Kingston with every prospect of lifelong happiness.


	And then came the Revolution.  The battle of Lexington proclaimed that a struggle between the mother country and her colonies had begun which could only end with the complete subjugation or independence of the latter.  The young man just mentioned was made a member of the Congress of the New York Province which met in 1775.  That Congress made him a general with orders to go with General Schuyler to strike a blow at England by invading Canada.


	General Schuyler fell ill, and the entire command of the expedition devolved upon the newly made general and he proved equal to the charge.  Montgomery led his army into Canada, conquering everywhere, until he stood before the defenses of Quebec, where he was joined by another division under Benedict Arnold.  An assault upon the works was made, and Montgomery fell at the head of his column.  In New York City is a monument to his memory erected by the state, and there his remains lie as a memorial to his heroism.


	For Janet Livingston there were three years of happiness and then this tragedy.  It is an old story that has been often repeated.  And this tells you the circumstances leading to the origin of the Janet Montgomery Tract, Great Lot 40, Hardenburgh Patent.


	Robert Livingston came to possess several lots of the aforesaid patent.  These lots descended to his only son, Robert R. Livingston, who seems to have had a large family.  He made no division of his lands among his children and his eldest son, also named Robert, in 1779 proceeded to make the allotment.  He prepared twelve slips of paper and separated the lands into twelve portions and numbered the slips accordingly.  Then there was a drawing and Janet Livingston Montgomery drew one slip for what is known as the Janet Montgomery Tract.  And this is how it is described in the county clerk's office at Delhi.


The starting point is the northwest corner of the 5000 acre tract known as the New Kingston Tract and which was donated by Robert Livingston for the benefit of the sufferers who were made destitute when Kingston was burned by the British in 1777.  From there the line runs over through Bragg Hollow to Pacatakan River at the lower edge of Halcottville.  From Halcottville the line follows up the river to the old Desbrosses line, follows that line westward until it strikes the Fishkill River near Bloomville and then goes down the river towards Delhi until the tract is 198 chains wide and then turns and runs parallel with the Desbrosses line until it again touches the New Kingston Tract.  From there it follows along the New Kingston line to the starting point.  The whole tract would comprise something over twenty thousand acres.


Looking at the map published by the Conservation Commission, I note that the tract was cut up into small lots numbered as high as 123 which is mainly owned by William Elliott.  The lots run from 100 to over 200 acres each.  Away back as far as Delaware County records go, I find that Janet Montgomery sold or leased these lots to different individuals and later that lots in this same tract were leased or sold by other persons - always Livingstons.  From this I infer that she never married again and that she had no children as heirs.  Doubtless those who sold or leased these later lots were brothers or sisters or sisters-in-law.


Here are some of the lots owned in this vicinity: lot 118, John Tuttle; lot 119, Robert Ingles; lot 120, James T. Elliott (now J. William Elliott); 85 and part of 84,   Frank Long (Douglas Condon){Thomas Winter’s farm} parts 82, 83, and 86,    George Robertson (-now Kenneth Robertson) 89 and 96, Harry O'Connor; 91, Thomas Ingles; 92, James Miller (the Harold Everitt farm).  And that is as far as I dare go for fear I may get them wrong.  


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------





THE LIVINGSTONS WERE PATRIOTS





MUCH OF THE LAND in the Janet Montgomery tract was leased to the early settlers instead of being sold.  Whether this was because the settlers had little money or because the owners wished to hold to the title of the land, I do not know.


The land leases were drawn up like a deed, except that a yearly rent was to be paid instead of a specified amount for the complete ownership.  So long as the tenant paid the rent he could hold the land, and there are still (in 1924) two or three farms in New Kingston valley paying rent to the heirs of the original lease holders.


		Here is the rent requirement of one of these old leases:  Yielding and paying therefor, yearly and every year, unto the aforesaid of the first part, her heirs or assigns, the yearly rent of two fat hens and one day's labor with a wagon, sled or plough, together with a yoke of oxen, or pair of horses, and a driver, at such time and place within ten miles as the party of the first part, her heirs or assigns, shall require.  By paying one dollar and twenty-five cents and twenty bushels of wheat the tenant could be released from the payment just described, and in an old lease still preserved by a neighbor, a certain fixed sum of money could be given instead of the rent described.


	The lease still kept by my neighbor was given in 1829 by Edward Livingston of Louisiana, acting through his attorney in this region.  I was somewhat puzzled because the farm thus leased lies in the Janet Montgomery tract, and I supposed the Livingstons lived down near Rhineback in Dutchess County.  But I have found out about it all right.  In the first place, Janet Montgomery died before this lease was given.  As she had no children, her property was left by her to her youngest brother, Edward Livingston.  Then I hunted up a book on the Livingstons and found out how Edward Livingston came to be in Louisiana.  As it is an interesting story, I will pass it on to you.


	When Kingston was destroyed Edward Livingston was a young man and was attending the school of one "Dominie Doll" in Kingston.  He walked the eighteen miles from his home in Clermont each Monday and walked back on Saturday.  When the city was burned, the school was moved outside on account of the coming of the British.


	When he grew up he became a lawyer and was a member of Congress for two or three terms.  He was then made United States attorney for the district of New York and soon after was made Mayor of New York City.  During his administration, the city was visited with a scourge of yellow fever, and Mr.  Livingston stayed by his people, visiting and workin- among them regardless of the danger to himself.  Finally he took the disease, and he was so much beloved that young men almost fought for the privilege of being his attendants.


	After his recovery he found that an officer under him had embezzled, so that Livingston was short of money to square up with the general government. Livingston immediately resigned his post, turned over all his property to pay towards his debt, and left the city owing the United States one hundred thousand dollars.


	As we had just come into possession of New Orleans and the whole territory then known as Louisiana, he turned to the new region to start life anew.  He took up his profession of law in New Orleans and, as ready money was scarce in the new country, he often took land in payment.  Eventually he paid up all his indebtedness and accumulated a moderate fortune for himself and family.


	When New Orleans was attacked by the British in The War of 1812, he held a prominent position in the city government.  It was Livingston who received General Jackson, who had come to defend the town, and became a member of his staff.  The friendship then formed between them was a lasting one and served Livingston well when Jackson later became President of the Republic.


	General Jackson became very fond of Mr. Livingston's little daughter, Cora, while in New Orleans.  And after she became a woman he still held his fondness, addressing her by her given name, Cora, as when she was a child.  This was the Cora Barton who held the leases after the death of her parents until those in this region were bought by Mr. W. B. Peters of Bloomville, whose heirs still retain them.


	Mr.  Livingston rewrote the entire criminal law of the State of Louisiana and his law works received wide recognition, not only in this country, but also in France.  After Jackson became President, Livingston was sent to France as Ambassador, and then the President remembering his affection for the daughter, sent her a commission for her husband, Mr. Barton, appointing him as secretary to the new Ambassador.


After serving his country acceptably in France, Mr. Livingston returned home and settled on the family estate, where he died in 1836.  Livingston deeds in the Montgomery tract and Mr. Livingston's original part of the lands alloted, as I have heretofore described, after 1836 were given by Louise (or as the old deeds give it "Loese") Livingston, his widow.  Later, upon her death, the holdings descended to Mrs.  Barton, who died childless, and that branch of the family became extinct.


	So hereafter, when my neighbor farmer reads over the old lease and when in the summer we walk over the hills of the old tracts, we shall feel a bit more respect and even reverence for the soil, remembering that it came to us from the hands of some of the foremost patriots of the times, when our country was struggling for a


beginning.


	Robert R. Livingston, of whom I have said much, administered the oath of office to President Washington, and he was the French Ambassador when the whole western part of our United States was bought from Napoleon.  He himself made almost the entire bargain and gave us room to expand to the Pacific Ocean and become a really great country.


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------





